
 

URGENT PUBLIC NOTICE: DECLARATION OF LEVEL II WATER EMERGENCY 
EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY- August 6, 2021 - 5:00pm 

 
3.54.020 Level of Prohibition 

(B)   Level II—Limited. The following activities or actions are prohibited under a Level II declaration: 
     (1)    Watering, sprinkling or irrigating lawn, grass, or turf; exceptions: 
     (a)    New lawn, grass or turf that has been seeded or sodded 90 days prior to declaration of a water shortage 
may be watered as necessary until established; 
     (b)    High-use athletic fields that are used for organized play. 
     (2)    Watering, sprinkling or irrigating flowers, plants, shrubbery, groundcover, crops, vegetation, or trees 
except from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
     (3)    Washing, wetting down, or sweeping with water, sidewalks, walks and ways, driveways, parking lots, 
open ground or other hard surfaced areas; exceptions: 
     (a)    Where there is a demonstrable need in order to meet public health or safety requirements, such as to 
alleviate immediate fire or sanitation hazards; for dust control to meet air quality requirements mandated by the 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality; 
     (b)    Power washing of buildings, roofs and homes prior to painting, repair, remodeling, or reconstruction, and 
not solely for aesthetic purposes. 
     (4)    Washing trucks, cars, trailers, tractors or other land vehicles or boats or other water-borne vehicles, except 
by commercial establishments or fleet washing facilities which recycle or reuse the water in their washing 
processes, or by bucket and hose with shut-off mechanism, exceptions: 
     (a)    Where the health, safety and welfare of the public is contingent upon frequent vehicle cleaning, such as to 
clean garbage trucks and vehicles that transport food and other perishables, or as otherwise required by law. 
Owners/operators of these vehicles are encouraged to utilize establishments which recycle or reuse the water in 
their washing process. 
     (5)    Cleaning, filling, or maintaining decorative water features, natural or man-made, including, but not limited 
to, fountains, lakes, ponds, and streams, unless the water is re-circulated through the decorative water feature. 
Water features which do not include continuous or constant in-flowing water are not included. 
     (6)    Wasting water by leaving unattended hoses running. 
     (7)    Other actions deemed necessary by the City administration. 
(E)   Failure of any water user to receive actual notice of the declaration of a water emergency or the actions 
deemed necessary by the superintendent to address the emergency shall not relieve the user of obeying any 
restrictions or restrictions on the use of water imposed by the Superintendent. (Ord. 456 §1, 2001) 
 
3.54.030 Enforcement. 
        (A)   Warning. Each violation shall receive a warning. The letter of warning shall be in writing, shall specify the 
violation, may require compliance measures, and shall be served upon the resident either personally, by office or substitute 
service, or by certified or registered mail, return receipt requested. 
        (B)   Citation. After the resident has received a warning letter, any subsequent violation shall be treated as a civil 
infraction pursuant to Chapter 1.36, General Penalty, of the Yamhill Municipal Code. (Ord. 456 §1, 2001) 
3.54.040 Violation—Penalties. 
        (A)   First violation: Warning letter. 
        (B)   Second violation of same type: Class C infraction. 
        (C)   Third violation of same type: Class B infraction. 
        (D)   Fourth and subsequent violation: Class A infraction. 
        (E)   Third and subsequent violations under Level III may include water shut-off. 
        (F)    In addition, the City may bring an action against any person, entity, or other water user violating the terms of any 
restriction or limitation imposed by the City pursuant to Sections 3.54.010 through 3.54.050. In such event, the City shall be 
entitled to all costs and expenses (including attorney’s fees) caused or resulting from the user’s failure or refusal to comply 
with the terms of the restrictions imposed by the City Recorder or Council. (Ord. 456 §1, 2001) 
THIS DECLARATION IS EFFECTIVE ON AUGUST 6, 2021 AT 5:00 P.M. AND SHALL REMAIN IN EFFECT 
UNTI 9:00 P.M. ON OCTOBER 31, 2021, UNLESS SUPERCEDED SOONER. 



 
 

City of Yamhill 
Water Conservation Emergency 

 
 

Because of a lack of rainfall, the City of Yamhill water customers are being asked to implement water 
conservation practices now.  Below average rain and snowfall during the winter and spring have 
reduced the amount of water that will be available for summertime use.  The following are some water 
conservation ideas for City of Yamhill water customers: 
 

Repair leaks. Monitor your water bill for unusually high water use to alert you of possible leaks 
and periodically test and check for water leaks such as running toilets, dripping faucets and other 
leaking valves. Check each faucet and hose connections for leaks. Inspect pipes for pinhole 
leaks, leaking joints, etc. 
Select water-saving devices. When purchasing new appliances, buy energy-efficient 
appliances. 
Washing Machine and Dishwasher. Do only full loads. Avoid using extra cycles whenever 
possible.  
Drinking Water. Keep a container of cool water in the refrigerator instead of running the faucet. 
Wash fruits and vegetables in a pan of water. Avoid continually running water. 
Turn off the water faucet while brushing your teeth. Doing so will save up to 4 gallons per 
minute.  That’s up to 200 gallons a week for a family of four. 
Flush toilet only when necessary. 
Shorten your shower.  Keeping shower time to less than 5 minutes can save the average 
household up to 1,000 gallons per month. 
Lawn and Garden. Water slowly and selectively during cool, windless hours. 
(between 6:00pm to 10:00am) Use mulch in the garden and around shrubs to 
 save moisture. Grow plants, which don't require much water.  Consider 
 xeriscaping your yard. 
 

For these and more water conservation ideas and information, visit our website at www.cityofyamhill.org. 
 
The City currently has a Water Conservation Plan, which will help to ensure water through times of 
water shortages. The Yamhill City Council voted to enact a Level II Water Conservation Measure 
effective August 6, 2021.  
 
The City of Yamhill's drinking water supply comes from Turner Creek, which is a tributary to the North 
Yamhill River. Besides providing high quality drinking water for thousands of residents and businesses, 
the river is home to trout and steelhead and other threatened fish in the Turner creek watershed. By 
conserving water, we will not only help the natural wildlife, but we will also ensure a continuous supply of 
water for ourselves and other Oregonians. 
 
For more information you may contact Yamhill City Hall at 503-662-3511 or Yamhill Public Works 
Department at 503-662-4344. 
 


